Please note that our first concert is on a Saturday
evening. The next five are Sunday matinees.
Performances are scheduled to take place at Sleepy
Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy
Hollow, N.Y. Check FOMC'’s website and Facebook
page for any day, time or venue changes.

Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026, 7:30 pm:

The world-renowned Han, Setzer, Finckel piano
trio opened our 715t season and they are back for
our 7314, Pianist Wu Han, violinist Philip Setzer
and cellist David Finckel are acclaimed, longtime
collaborators, recognized for performing major
chamber repertoire, with intense artistry.

This concert is sponsored, in part, by White and
Williams LLP

Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026, 3 pm:

The Balourdet Quartet, also marking a return

to our stage, is acclaimed for vibrant energy and a
masterful blend of technical precision and emotional
depth. Their Carnegie Hall debut “offered New
York listeners an introduction to the ensemble’s
hallmark clarity of gesture, rhythmic alertness and
finely calibrated balance.” (Seen and Heard
International)

Sunday, Nov:, 2026, 3 pm: Oct. 18

Trio Azura is the Ensemble-in-Residence at the
Colburn School in Los Angeles, where they formed
just four years ago. They have received FOMC’s
Performance Award after being named a winner of
the 2025 Young Concert Artists Susan Wadsworth
International Auditions.

Sunday, March 14, 2027, 3 pm:

Quartetto di Cremona is based in Genoa, Italy and
marking in 2026 the 25t anniversary of its
formation. The group has been called “an eminent
ambassador of the Italian quartet culture.” (Fono
Forum) A recent review cited “an evening full of
splendid music-making.” (Classical Sources)

This concert is sponsored, in part, by the Raymond
Han and Paul Kellogg Foundation

Sunday, April 11, 2027, 3 pm:

Curtis on Tour: Dohnanyi Sextet is a presentation
of Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of Music. The
program’s main focus is Ernst von Dohnényi’s
expansive sextet for winds, strings, and piano,
featuring cellist Nicholas Canellakis and emerging
Curtis Institute artists.

Sunday, May 2, 2027, 3 pm:

The Horszowski Trio, formed in 2011, has been
hailed as “the most compelling American group
to come on the scene,” (The New Yorker) with
performances that are “lithe, persuasive”

(New York Times), and “eloquent and
enthralling” (Boston Globe).

Notes

Our three spring concerts illustrate the 2025-26 season theme as acclaimed masters
such as the Calidore String Quartet perform in a series that also includes mid-career
virtuoso violinist Stefan Jackiw and young cello trailblazer Benett Tsai.

Concerts take place on March 22, April 12 and April 26, all Sunday matinees.
Be sure to join us at the post-concert receptions to socialize and meet the artists!

The Calidore String Quartet opens the season on Sunday, March 22 at 3 p.m.
Note that the location of this concert is now Ossining High School, Ossining,
N.Y. The entrance to the auditorium is off Wolden Road.

This year, the Calidore Quartet is releasing an all-American album on Signum
Records, “American Tapestry,” featuring music by Barber, Marsalis, Korngold, and
John Williams.

In 2025, they unveiled
a landmark boxed set of
the complete Beethoven
string quartets, recorded
for Signum following

™ their concert cycle at
Lincoln Center during
the 2024-25 season.
The first volume—
featuring the late
quartets—was released
in 2023 to widespread
acclaim and earned the
Quartet the 2024 BBC Music Magazine Chamber Award. The second volume,
released in 2024, was named Editor’s Choice by Gramophone Magazine. At our
March 22 concert, Beethoven is on their program with String Quartet No. 14 in C
Sharp minor, Op.131, along with String Quartet No. 64 in D Major, Op. 76, No. 5
by Haydn and String Quartet No. 8 in C minor, Op.110 by Shostakovich.

Calidore Quartet

Formed in 2010 at the Colburn School in Los Angeles, they have been recognized
for achieving an extraordinary cohesion of individual artistry and collective
expression—what the Washington Post described as “four more individual
musicians are unimaginable, yet these speak, breathe, think and feel as one.”

The Calidore consists of violinists Jeffrey Myers and Ryan Meehan, violist Jeremy
Berry and cellist Estelle Choi. )

This concert is generously sponsored, in part, by the Raymond Han and Paul
Kellogg Foundation.

Please see page 2 for more information on this spring’s artists.

Don’t wait - subscribe by April 26, 2026 to the 2026-27
“Serenity and Passion” season and get the best discount
from the regular six-concert subscription price! Please see
our subscription options on page 5.
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Peter Oden

Peter Oden
Oct. 18


Australian cellist Benett Tsai, winner of our Performance
Award, arrives on Sunday, April 12, 2026, 3 p.m., with
pianist Noreen Polera. Note that this concert is at Sleepy
Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

The award goes to a winner of the annual Young Concert
Artists Susan Wadsworth International Auditions in New

York, and in 2023, Tsai won first prize and the Stern Young
Artist Award. His subsequent recital was listed as one of the
best debuts in 2024 by New York Classical Review, and he

is currently part of the Lausanne-based Classeek Ambassador
Program for the 2025-26 season, a one-year career enhancement
experience for nominated young artists.

Violinist Stefan Jackiw and pianist Kevin Ahfat perform on
Sunday, April 26, 2026 at 3 p.m. This concert is at Sleepy
Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

Superlatives have piled up over the last decade for Jackiw
(pronounced jack-eef’), born to physicist parents of Korean and
Ukrainian descent. He began playing the violin at the age of
four, and holds a B.A.degree from Harvard University and an
Artist Diploma from the New England Conservatory. He is the
recipient of a prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant.

Dubbed “one of the most insightful violinists of his
generation,” the Boston Globe also hailed his
“uncommon musical substance” that is “striking for its
intelligence and sensitivity.”

Named a VC Artist by the Violin Channel
online platform, Tsai wrote, “I believe every
musician brings something distinctive, formed
by their personality, perspectives and the
environment around them. For me, I strive

to remain true to these aspects and combined
with a strong commitment to the score, I hope
to have something unique to say.”

Tsai appears on our stage fresh from
participation in the YCA annual gala at
Lincoln Center’s Rose Theater and from
a concert for the Classical Arts Society of
= &% Washington, D.C.

His music-making has been described as “electrifying...flawless
freshness” (Siiddeutsche Zeitung). The Sydney Arts Guide in
his home country noted that “a mere 22 years old, Tsai plays
like an old soul.”

Noreen Polera has appeared at Caramoor and is acknowledged
for her mastery of the cello-piano repertory. She maintains a
career that has taken her to every major American music center
and abroad to Europe, Russia, and Asia. She has collaborated
with leading soloists, including David Shifrin, Carter Brey,
Yo-Yo Ma and Leonard Rose

Their program includes works by Barber, Fauré¢ and
Shostakovich.

In the 2025-26 season, Jackiw returns to the Pittsburgh
Symphony for Korngold’s Violin Concerto, the Baltimore
Symphony for Beethoven’s Triple Concerto alongside Inon
Barnatan and Hayoung Choi and the Indianapolis
Symphony for Berg’s Violin Concerto.

Possessing a big, confident tone on the violin and
a sense of adventure in his programming, Jackiw is
as likely to perform works by John Cage alongside
Beethoven and Schubert. Jackiw and his Junction
Trio are also Violin Channel VC Artists and were
featured in the first season of the Violin Channel
livestreamed Vanguard Concerts.

His program for FOMC includes works by Pirt,
Handel, Prokofiev and Brahms. The program
also includes a work by pianist Conrad Tao, who
tours with Jackiw in the Junction Trio alongside
cellist Jay Campbell. The trio has been praised as
“three stupendous musicians who glory in artistic
instability.” (New York)

Canadian pianist Kevin Ahfat is also director of OPUS
Chamber Music in Toronto. Described as an artist that
“leaves no question about his riveting presentation and
technical finesse” (Seattle Times), he is “poised to become
one of the young heirs of the classical piano realm, with a
bold, boundary-pushing, millennial style matched by refined
execution.” (Vanguard Seattle). Ahfat is a core member of the
three-time Grammy-nominated ARC Ensemble,

which performs music marginalized under 20th-century
repressive regimes.



This season, cellist Benett Tsai is the winner of our Performance
Award (please see page 2), which FOMC has been giving since
2008 to a winner of the Young Concert Artists Susan Wadsworth
International Auditions in New York.

Held annually in November, the auditions are a daylong series

of performances by up-and-coming classical music artists across

a range of instruments and groupings, with several winners
announced at the end of the programs. A jury of world-renowned
musicians and presenters chooses the winners, who receive several
years of career management from Young Concert Artists.

FOMC board member and
programming chair Rosella Ranno
spends the day at the Kaufman Music
Center near Lincoln Center, listening
intently and staying in touch with

the program committee throughout
the day. Ranno and the committee
work together to choose the FOMC
Performance Award from the list of
official YCA winners.

“I absolutely enjoy listening to
these extraordinarily talented young
musicians from all over the world.
They are all so good that it’s hard
to come up with one or two for a

Rosella Ranno
Photo/Mark Liflander

This season’s Partnerships in Education program kicked off last
December as the Ivalas Quartet arrived at Hendrick Hudson High
School for a day of performance and coaching.

Orchestra Director Lauren Morabito is an enthusiastic participant in
the program, where professional young chamber musicians coach
student players in orchestra and small groups. At Hen Hud, special
education students in the United Sound workshop receive coaching
from their student peers and from the pros.

Music teachers report that their students bring renewed energy to
their playing after a Partnerships day. “The students were buzzing
about the visit coming into class, the ensembles were already
applying [the musicians’] suggestions, and several individual
students have expressed renewed excitement about what they can
achieve on their instruments after seeing their performances,” wrote
one teacher.

As for the students, one wrote, “I learned a lot of new techniques
as well as practice skills that will help me in the rest of my musical
journey.” According to another, “it was an incredible experience to
have these musicians come and help my chamber group and me to
improve our piece as much as possible.”

The program is the vehicle through which FOMC hopes to create
future generations of classical music lovers and life-long supporters
of the arts by enriching already existing school music programs.
Grant applications are mailed to Westchester school districts every

Performance Award winner. I like to be immersed in young talent
because they are the future,” Ranno said.

FOMC’s mission to nurture the future of chamber music includes
the Performance Award, free concert admission for those 18 and
younger and the Partnerships in Education program in Westchester
County public schools.

Pianist Harmony Zhu, a winner of FOMC'’s Performance Award, meets
students at the reception after her concert. Photo/FOMC

Young Concert Artists, and the international auditions, were
founded in 1961 by pianist and talent spotter Susan Wadsworth.
Alumni of the auditions — and of FOMC’s Performance Award

fall. There is no cost to the schools for the performances or the
clinical workshops and master classes.

This spring, the Balourdet Quartet, who often participate, will be
at Rye High School and New Rochelle High School. The Katarina
Quartet will be teaching at our concert venue, Sleepy Hollow High
School.

As a unique experience for our donors, FOMC is pleased to invite
a very limited number of people to attend a portion of the Katarina
Quartet’s residency at SHHS on Tuesday, April 7. Please contact
Martin Kagan at mkagan@friendsofmusicconcerts.org if you are
interested. )

e

Hendrick Hudson High School Orchestra Director Lauren Morabito con-
ducts as Ivalas Quartet cellist Pedro Sanchez observes. Photo/FOMC



Chamber music is an intimate
conversation between voices, a legacy of
artistry that has survived centuries through
the dedication of those who cherish it.

Becoming a member of the George
Raymond Legacy Circle and including a
gift to Friends of Music Concerts in your
estate plan ensures that this delicate and
profound art form continues to resonate
for generations to come.

Board member David Kraft, who has
been attending FOMC concerts since

the mid-1960s, knew the organization’s
founding president, urban planner George
Raymond, and helped form the legacy
circle in his honor.

George Raymond

“Friends of Music Concerts has been an
important part of our lives for more than
60 years and I’'m proud of my association
with it,” Kraft said, referring to his

wife, Anita. First exposed to classical
music in college, Kraft said, “it’s hard to
express why I like classical music, but it’s
something I can’t do without.”

David Kraft
Photo/Mark Liflander

Board member Keith Austin and his

wife, Joan, have been enjoying classical
music for decades. “The nice thing about
chamber music is that it’s very accessible,
because of its scale,” said Keith Austin.
Joan Austin added, “I’ve always liked
chamber music. My mother told me at a young age to follow one
instrument, then the other, then see how they all get together.”

Keith Austin
Photo/Karen Sharman

The newest member of the legacy circle, FOMC Director of

have gone on to major
careers. Performance
Award winners have
included violinist Ray
Chen, pianists Charlie
Albright, Albert Cano
Smit and Harmony Zhu,
cellist Zlatomir Fung,
pianist/soprano Chelsea
Guo and baritone
Joseph Parrish.

Pianist and author
Jeremy Denk, whom
we presented last fall,
has said that winning
the YCA auditions in
1998 kickstarted his
career. Next season, our
Performance Award

Joseph Parrish and Chelsea Guo

Marketing and Communications Solange
De Santis, sees it as painless support. “It
makes no difference to my budget now
but I’m very conscious of leaving a legacy
for the next generation. FOMC has been
around for 72 seasons and deserves many
more,” she said.

Legacy circle member Susan Harris,
FOMC president, is an accomplished
guitarist and songwriter who has recorded
several CDs. She noted that leaving a
planned gift doesn’t necessarily mean
changing or even making a will. “There are
several ways to make such a gift, such as
designating FOMC as a beneficiary for an
existing account such as an IRA,” she said.

Solange De Santis
Photo/Mark Liflander

Your foresight provides the vital resources
needed to support world-class ensembles
and fund FOMC educational programs that
inspire the next generation of musicians. A
planned gift is more than a financial contribution; it is a profound
testament to your passion, ensuring that the transformative power
of the string quartet or the piano trio remains a vibrant, living
part of our cultural fabric.

Susan Harris
Photo/Mark Liflander

Executive Director Martin Kagan noted that a legacy gift “will
help ensure a strong Friends of Music Concerts as we look
towards our 75th anniversary.” In addition, he said, FOMC is
offering special subscription rates to George Raymond Legacy
Circle members for the 2026-27 season.

If you would like to have a confidential discussion concerning
a planned gift and information on the special subscription offer,

contact Kagan at mkagan@friendsofmusicconcerts.org or
646-522-1661. )

winner is Trio

Azura, named the
first Young Concert
Artists Ensemble-
in-Residence in

2025. We also chose
violinist Claire Wells,
who will appear in a
future series.

The 2025 auditions
began with an

initial pool of 200
applicants. The winners (also including saxophonist Estel Vivo
Casanovas) were chosen from 12 finalists — nine instrumentalists
and three ensembles.

Albert Cano Smit Photo/Chris Lee

The audition winners “are so full of life and vitality and
intelligence, with technical skill way beyond their years. I love
meeting them,” Ranno said. FOMC audience members may also
meet these blazing young talents at our post-concert receptions. )



Purchasing a six-concert subscription to our 2026-2027 season
means you, your friends and family will access the full range of
our “Serenity and Passion” season. Come experience moments of
peace and respite from our hectic world, inspired by the intense
artistry of great musicians. Also, please join us after each concert
for a reception to meet the artists and discuss the concert.

Join the FOMC family in celebrating the joy of chamber music
by subscribing today.

For our 7314 season, we offer an incentive to begin or renew
your subscription early for the best prices. Or you may choose a
FlexSub subscription (buy four admissions or more in advance at
a discount), which allows you the most flexibility in scheduling
your attendance and makes it easy to “bring a friend” to a
concert. ﬁ

To purchase subscriptions, please go to
www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org, or e-mail
tickets@friendsofmusicconcerts.org with any questions.

2026-2027 TICKET PRICING

Six-concert full subscription:

(early bird purchased by April 26, 2026):.... $210 ($35/ticket)
(purchased after April 26, 2026): .................. $240 ($40/ticket)
FlexSub subscription:

four or more admissions at.......c.cceeeeeeceresuneee $45 each

(Each admission usable once as a ticket to any concert.)
Young Adult (19-30)

(available only at the door):.............cccueu...... $25/ticket
Single concert ticket $50
Under age 18 free

Members of the George Raymond Legacy Circle who make
a planned gift to FOMC receive a special subscription price.
Contact Executive Director Martin Kagan for details at
mkagan@friendsofmusicconcerts.org or call 646-522-1661.

Friends of Music Concerts is
delighted to welcome Bruce Geller
and Kari Fitterer to our board of
directors. They join a hard-working
volunteer group deeply committed
to FOMC’s mission: bringing world-
class chamber music to Westchester
County and nurturing the next
generation of classical music lovers.

Geller is a longtime classical music
lover with a professional background
in non-profit grant research, board
oversight and proposal writing.

His corporate experience includes
executive roles with major financial
institutions in the areas of security and information systems.

Bruce Geller

“I’ve always been a fan of chamber music. I love the interplay of
the instruments and the intimacy of it,” Geller said.

He lives in Cold Spring with his wife, Diana, and two dogs. The
Gellers have two adult children.

Fitterer brings experience from Carnegie Hall, where she was
assistant director of artist training programs, and from the
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, where she filled
several roles involving operations, planning and touring.

“Chamber music is incredibly beautiful and meaningful to me,

and I’m happy to be a part of sharing
the art form with this community,”
Fitterer said.

She lives in Tarrytown with her
husband, Tony, and their son, who is
in kindergarten.

“The board extends a warm welcome
to Kari and Bruce as they bring fresh
perspectives and a shared passion
for the arts. We look forward to

the energy and dedication they will
contribute to our current season

and beyond,” said FOMC President
Susan Harris.

In addition to Fiterer, Geller and
Harris, board members are: V. P.
Peter Aupperle, Treasurer Marc
Auslander, Secretary Peter Oden,
Board Chair Bruce MacLennan,
Keith Austin, Sandy Galef, David
Kraft, Rosella Ranno and Betsy Shaw Weiner.

Cellist Paul Watkins chats
with board member Kari
Fitterer. Photo/FOMC

If you would like to explore joining the FOMC board, please
contact Susan Harris at susanrharris1@icloud.com or
914-941-3755. 5
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P.O. Box 675
Millwood, NY 10546

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Calidore String Quartet
Sunday, March 22, 2026 — 3 p.m.

Benett Tsai, cello, and

Noreen Polera, piano

Sunday, April 12, 2026 — 3 p.m.
Sleepy Hollow High School

Stefan Jackiw, violin, and
Kevin Ahfat, piano

Sunday, April 26, 2026 - 3 p.m
Sleepy Hollow High School

In a chamber music
group, every instrument
plays a distinct part. The
same applies to Friends
of Music Concerts’
stalwart volunteers, who
help make the concert
magic happen.

They are the friendly
faces greeting you,
handing out programs,
taking tickets at the door, serving cider and
cookies at our post-concert receptions. Behind
the scenes, volunteers help with our website,
social media, music education programs and
publicity.

Joining our volunteer group is an exciting,
hands-on opportunity for people who wish to
bring their love of music to a wider audience
in Westchester. Your expertise, energy and
ambassadorship can help keep chamber music
thriving. Besides, it’s fun.

If you are interested in volunteering with
FOMC, please contact Sandy Galef at
sgalef@aol.com or 914-450-4086.

Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.

President:
Susan R. Harris

Vice President:
Peter Aupperle

Secretary:
Peter Oden

Treasurer:
Marc Auslander

Board Chair:
Bruce MacLennan

Board:

Keith Austin

Kari Fitterer

Sandy Galef

Bruce Geller

David Kraft

Rosella Ranno
Betsy Shaw Weiner

Associates:
George Drapeau
Paula Edlavitch
Kathleen Hinge
Jesénia Jackson
Jon Kolbrener
Tomoko Uchino

Consultants:
Executive Director:
Martin Kagan

Marketing and Communications Director:

Solange De Santis
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Friends of Music Notes is a publication
of Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.,

P.O. Box 675, Millwood, NY 10546,

a volunteer, non-profit organization.

For more information about us and our
upcoming concerts, please visit our web
site: www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org.

Please address correspondence to
Notes Editor, 123 Mamaroneck Ave.,
Unit 616, Mamaroneck, NY 10543, or
e-mail solange @solangedesantis.com.
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These concerts are made possible,

in part, by a Project Support Grant
from ArtsWestchester with funds from
Westchester County Government.

FOMC'’s programs are made possible
by the New York State Council on the
Arts with the support of the Office of
the Governor and the New York State
Legislature.
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