FRIENDS OfMUSIC

Our 2025-2026 Season:
Masters and Trailblazers

Please note that our first concert is on Saturday
evening. The next six are Sunday matinees.

Saturday, September 20, 2025, 7:30 pm:
Jeremy Denk, piano, and the Isidore Quartet,
individually, were audience favorites. We are
bringing them back — together! Denk is one of
America’s foremost pianists and a bestselling
author. The Isidore received a 2023 Avery Fisher
Career Grant. This concert is sponsored, in part,
by White and Williams LLP.

Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025, 3:00 pm:

The Pacifica Quartet has forged a career
spanning three decades and multiple Grammy
Awards. Guitarist Sharon Isbin is in the Guitar
Foundation of America Hall of Fame.

Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, 3:00 pm:

The Tesla Quartet is known for emotive

and thoughtful interpretations that reveal their
deep commitment to the craft and to their
expanding repertoire, from modern works to
established masterpieces.

Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025, 3:00 pm:

The Chien-Kim-Watkins Trio comprises three
of classical music’s most highly esteemed
artists: pianist Gloria Chien, violinist Soovin
Kim, and cellist Paul Watkins, formerly of the
Emerson Quartet.

Sunday, March 22, 2026, 3:00 pm:

The Calidore String Quartet is recognized as
one of the world’s foremost interpreters of a
vast repertoire, building on more than a decade
of performances and residencies around the
world. This concert is sponsored, in part, by the
Raymond Han and Paul Kellogg Foundation.

Sunday, April 12, 2026, 3:00 pm:

Benett Tsai, cello, received our YCA
Performance Award and in 2023 won the Susan
Wadsworth International Auditions. Noreen
Polera, piano, will accompany Tsai.

Sunday, April 26, 2026, 3:00 pm:

Stefan Jackiw, violin, captivates audiences with
playing that combines poetry and purity with
impeccable technique. His accompanist, pianist
Kevin Ahfat is also director of OPUS Chamber
Music in Toronto.

Subscribe early and get a discount from the
regular seven-concert subscription price! Please
see our subscription options on page 5.
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Spring Season
Showcases Range of
Trends and Traditions

Emerging from winter, our 715t season moves into spring, refreshed by a
vibrant range of artists exploring contemporary musical expression and new
interpretations of traditional compositions.

“We are thrilled to present artists at various stages of their careers — from
brilliant young performers who represent the dynamic future of classical music to
masters of the art form,” said Friends of Music Concerts President Susan Harris.

The spring season features three affordable, family-friendly Sunday matinee
concerts, all at 3 p.m., on March 30, April 6 and May 4. Performances are
scheduled to take place at Sleepy Hollow High School, 210 North Broadway,
Sleepy Holow, N.Y. — with ample free parking and handicapped access. You and
your friends and family are cordially invited to a reception after each concert to
mingle and meet the artists.

For Sunday, March 30, 3 p.m., mezzo-soprano Megan Moore and pianist
Francesco Barfoed will present a program of songs that include Mahler’s
meditation on love and loss in “Songs of a Wayfarer,” three of Rachmaninoff’s
deeply emotional “Six Songs, Opus 38” and Prokofiev’s radiant “Five Poems of
Anna Akhmatova.”

Francesco Barfoed

Megan Moore

Turning to our modern world, Moore and Barfoed have programmed 20th
century composer Yvette Souviron’s “Al banco solitario” and “Carnavalito,”
and selections from African-American composer B.E. Boykin’s “Moments in
Sonder,” with text from the poetry of Maya Angelou.

Moore, a previous winner of our Young Concert Artists Performance Award, has
appeared at the Metropolitan Opera, among prominent companies. Barfoed, with
Moore, won first prize in the Copenhagen Lied-Duo Competition.

This concert is generously sponsored, in part, by the Raymond Han and Paul
Kellogg Foundation.

Please see page 2 for more information on this spring’s artists.
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A Chopin Festival with Harmony

Brilliant young pianist Harmony Zhu, a recipient of our
YCA Performance Award, arrives on Sunday, April 6 at 3
p-m. with an all-Chopin program.

Hailed as “a deeply musical soul and nimble technician [with]
probing sensitivity” (Chicago Tribune) and “an impressive

soloist, a sparkling and happy presence” (Times Union), this
19-year-old pianist and composer is First Prize Winner of the
2021 YCA Susan Wadsworth International Auditions and a
2024 Gilmore Young Artist.

With a deep musical sensitivity beyond her years, Zhu’s
extraordinary achievements and promising career have earned
her acclaim from critics and musicians alike, positioning her
as a rising star in the world of classical music.

She has appeared as soloist with the Philadelphia, Chicago
and Detroit orchestras, under renowned conductors such as
Leonard Slatkin, Marin Alsop and Yannick Nézet-Séguin.

In magazine interviews, this dynamic, irrepressible musician
has named Chopin as one of her favorite composers. “His
music has always been extremely dear to me. It is so
profound and noble, but it also really tears at your heart and
resonates with the human experience on a deeply personal
level,” she said. Her Chopin interpretations promise to be a
very special experience.

Her program includes: Nocturne, Op. 27, No. 1; Etude, Op.
25, No. 5; Etude, Op. 10, No. 12; Mazurka, Op. 33, No. 4;
Scherzo, No. 4; Polonaise-Fantasy, Op. 61; Mazurkas, Op. 33,
Nos. 1, 2, 3; Ballade No. 3 in A, major, Op. 47. D

The Jerusalem Quartet: “A Gold Blend”

We are deeply thrilled to close our 715t season with the
Jerusalem Quartet on Sunday, May 4 at 3 p.m.

Over three decades of a global career, these masters of the

repertoire have conquered just about every chamber music

mountain. According to the New York Times, the quartet

deploys a strong sense of drama and a striking range of tonal
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color to create "an extraordinary unity of sound and purpose.”
The Times of London described their sound as having
“passion, precision, warmth, a gold blend.”

The Jerusalem Quartet has released more than a dozen albums,
including recordings of string quartets by Haydn, Mozart,

and Shostakovich. Their recordings have been honored with
numerous awards, including the Diapason d’Or and the BBC
Music Magazine Award for chamber music.

Their program for Friends of Music Concerts will include:
Haydn’s Quartet in B,-Major, Op. 50, No. 1, Shostakovich’s
Quartet No. 12 in D,-Major, Op. 133 and Brahms’ Quartet in
By-Major, No. 3, Op. 67.

The Jerusalem Quartet has a special relationship with the
Shostakovich canon. In 2025, they will perform all 15 of the
Russian composer’s string quartets in a series of concerts

in several cities. Just before our concert, they will play the
entire cycle over five days under the auspices of the Cleveland
Chamber Music Society.

The members hail from Belarus, Ukraine and Israel.
They are:

* Alexander Pavlovsky — first violin

* Sergei Bresler — second violin

* Ori Kam — viola

* Kyril Zlotnikov — cello

Come experience the profound drama of their playing.




FOMC Brings Pro Music
Coaching to Westchester
Public Schools

FOMC'’s Partnerships in Education program fits hand in glove
with the organization’s role as a presenter of professional
chamber music. Every top-level musician, no matter how talented,
was once a beginner and FOMC is committed to nurturing student
players through interaction with the pros.

Each school year, FOMC engages professional groups — most of
whom have appeared in one of our concert seasons — to spend a
day of coaching at a Westchester County public school.

At New Rochelle High School, after a day of coaching For over 30 years, Partnerships in Education has not only

from the Balourdet Quartet, from left, FOMC Program enriched the music programs of many school districts at no cost
and Partnerships Chair Rosella Ranno, violinist Justin to the schools, but has also helped create future generations of
DeFilippis, NRHS music teacher Claire Stancarone, cellist classical music lovers and life-long supporters of the arts.

Russell Houston, violinist Angela Bae, violist Ben Zannoni, Music teachers tell us they see a profound change in their students
FOMC President Susan Harris. after a day with pros such as the Balourdet Quartet, Amo Brass,

the Tesla Quartet and the WindSync wind quintet.
We also heard from the students themselves:

"It's incredible that we were given the opportunity to have the
Balourdet Quartet play at our school. All thanks to the Friends of
Music organization!"

"I learned a lot of new techniques as well as practice skills that
will help me in the rest of my musical journey."

"It was fascinating to see how professional musicians addressed
the issues me and my group couldn't resolve on our own."

This season, the high schools participating in the Partnerships in
Education program are New Rochelle, Blind Brook, Rye City,
Ossining, Hendrick Hudson and Sleepy Hollow.
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Although we apply for grants to support this program, the number
of schools we can reach depends directly upon contributions from
our patrons and friends. If you can help support the future of
classical music, please go to www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org to
donate. Thank you!

At New Rochelle High School, Balourdet Quartet violinist
Angela Bae, right, coaches a student string quartet as cel-
list Russell Houston looks on.

For more information about the program, contact Rosella Ranno
at rosella.ranno@gmail.com. D
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Flutist Garrett Hudson coaches flute students at Hendrick Amo Brass Quintet tuba player Vivi Kung, center, leads
Hudson High School as oboist Noah Kaye looks on. Both warm-up exercises for the Pelham Memorial High School
are members of the WindSync wind quintet. band while horn player Will Sands and trumpeter Josh

Bialkin, right, participate.
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You or Your Business and Our Concerts - a Perfect Match

o

One of the most effective ways to gain visibility for your
business — or personally express your support for Friends

of Music Concerts -- is by joining our sponsorship family.
With a seven-concert season that draws approximately 2,000
discerning music lovers of all ages, your sponsorship can reach
a dedicated and engaged audience. Additionally, FOMC's
active online presence ensures that your business reaches a
broader community through our email newsletters, social media
platforms like Facebook and
Instagram, and print newsletters
and brochures.

FOMC this season instituted 2024—25 Season

a range of sponsorship Chamber
opportunities, from a post-concert Musi
us1c

reception for $500 to $5,000 for
a single concert to $25,000 to
support the 2025-26

concert season.

Han, Setzer, Finckel, piano trio

Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored, in part, by White and Williams, LLP

Dover String Quartet, with
Roberto Diaz, viola

Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, 3 p.m.

WindSync, woodwind quintet

Sunday, Oct. 20, 2024, 3 p.m.

Balourdet String Quartet, with
Adam W. Sadberry, flute

Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024, 3 p.m.

Megan Moore, mezzo-soprano, and

Francesco Barfoed, piano
Sunday, March 30,2025, 3 p.m.

Sponsoring meet-the-artist
receptions, with a display at the
concert, is a wonderful way to
show your support while directly

Buffy Aronstein of Sunlit Travel sponsored one of
FOMC:s fall post-concert receptions, welcomed by
FOMC President Susan Harris.

‘._’r“:
Executive Director Martin Kagan and Marketing
and Communications Director Solange De Santis
sponsored receptions.

Sponsored, in part, by the Raymond Han and Paul Kellogg Foundation
Harmony Zhu, piano

Sunday, April 6, 2025, 3 p.m.

Jerusalem String Quartet

Sunday, May 4, 2025, 3 p.m.

engaging with our audience
members. For those looking to
make a more substantial impact,
sponsoring a season or concert
offers greater visibility and
demonstrates a strong
commitment to the arts.

Season and concert sponsors are featured promi-
nently in FOMC'’s communications materials.

Sponsorship levels come with various benefits, such as
complimentary tickets, advertising space in the concert program,
recognition at the concert and in publicity materials and social
media postings — as well as the opportunity to meet potential
customers in person, in a relaxed and friendly environment.
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Board member Sandy Galef serves patrons follow-
ing the Balourdet Quartet concert.

We are grateful to our friends at the Raymond Han and Paul
Kellogg Foundation and at White and Williams LLP for
generously sponsoring two of our 2024-25 season concerts

and renewing their support in our 2025-26 season. We also
appreciate Buffy Aronstein of Sunlit Travel and FOMC officials
for sponsoring post-concert receptions.

Board member
Executive Director Martin Kagan is available at any concert to  Peter Aupperle is a j
discuss these opportunities, or you can reach him at reception Sponsor.  Board VP Keith Austin and Treasurer Marc
(646) 522-1661 or mkagan@friendsofmusicconcerts.org. Auslander were reception sponsors this season.

Flutist Adam W. Sadberry has words
of encouragement for young violinist
Elisha M. Ludovic at a post-concert

Mamaroneck, N.Y. reception.

FOMC President Susan Harris and Pierre-Yves
Miton chat during a reception featuring deli-
cacies from Miton’s Petite Bretagne bakery in

Kim and Robert Ingenito socialize during
the reception after the Han, Setzer, Finckel
piano trio concert that opened FOMC’s
71st season.
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Subscribe Early for Best Concert Series Discount

Our 2025-26 season brings you a range of chamber music
experiences from “Masters and Trailblazers,” as we have dubbed
the season. These brilliant artists — with decades of experience
or relatively new on the scene — bring their passions to their art
form, and we are fortunate to share it.

Subscribers to the full season benefit from the lowest per-concert
ticket price, experience the season’s full musical arc and join a
family of music lovers who delight in the artistry and dedication
of our performers. After each concert, meet the artists at our
post-concert receptions. For the 2025-26 season, we have kept
rates level and we offer an incentive to begin or renew your
subscription early for the best prices. In addition, our FlexSub
option allows you great flexibility in scheduling your attendance
and makes it easy to “bring a friend” to a concert. )

To purchase subscriptions, please go to
www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org.

2025-2026 TICKET PRICING
Single concert ticket ..........cceeeirerieriieneieins
Seven-concert full subscription:

Purchase by May 4, 2025 $175 ($25/ticket)
Purchase after May 4, 2025 $210 ($30/ticket)

FlexSub subscription: four or more admissions at $35 each

(Each admission usable once as a ticket to any concert.)

Meet Chamber Music’s Enthusiastic Fans

When you attend a Friends of Music Concerts performance,
there’s a very good chance you will be welcomed by members of
the board of directors — chamber music’s most devoted fans and
the organization’s busiest volunteer workers.

The newest board member is Peter Aupperle, MD, truly a
Renaissance man. He has had a distinguished career in medicine,
with positions including Professor at the Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School and Executive Medical Director at several major
pharmaceutical companies. He is also an accomplished violinist
and an avid participant in and connoisseur of chamber music.

He is past president of Westchester Chamber Music Society and
former chair of Associated Chamber Music Players. Now adding
another strand to his bow, so to speak, he has become a licensed
real estate salesperson with Houlihan Lawrence.

“I have long enjoyed attending Friends of Music Concerts,
due to the exceptional performances by renowned artists. I
am particularly excited about having younger attendees at the
concerts, to develop the next generation of chamber music
lovers,” Aupperle said.

“The board extends a warm welcome to Peter. Not only is he
deeply involved in chamber music, but he shares a commitment
to our mission — presenting the greatest chamber music artists and
helping to ensure a healthy future for this art form,” said FOMC
President Susan Harris.

In addition to Aupperle and Harris, volunteer board members
are: Vice President Keith Austin, Treasurer Marc Auslander,
Secretary Peter Oden, Sandy Galef, David Kraft, Bruce
MacLennan, Rosella Ranno and Betsy Shaw Weiner.

Board associates are George Drapeau, Paula Edlavitch, Jesénia
Jackson, Jon Kolbrener and Tomoko Uchino.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer with FOMC or a
board member, please contact Susan Harris at
susanrharris1 @icloud.com or 914 941 3755. M

From left center, board members Bruce MacLennan, Peter
Aupperle and Peter Oden greet concertgoers.
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P.O. Box 675
Millwood, NY 10546

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

2025 Spring Concerts

Megan Moore, mezzo-soprano and
Francesco Barfoed, piano
Sunday, March 30, 2025 — 3 p.m.

Harmony Zhu, piano
Sunday, April 6, 2025 — 3 p.m.

Jerusalem String Quartet
Sunday, May 4, 2025 - 3 p.m

Scholarship Fund
Aids Music School
Students

Our Susan R. Harris Scholarship Fund works
with two of Westchester County’s outstanding
music schools — the Music Conservatory

of Westchester and Hoff-Barthelson Music
School -- to provide scholarships to students
with financial challenges. Both schools have
told us that we have made a difference in the
lives of talented music students. In recent
years, the recipients included a high school-
age voice student who hopes to study voice
and musical theatre in college, a six-year-old
violin student, an 11-year-old violin student
and an eight-year-old piano student who is
also a choral singer. If you’d like to contribute
to the future of classical music,

please go to
https://friendsofmusicconcerts.org/donations/
and thank you!

Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.

President:
Susan R. Harris

Vice President:
Keith Austin

Secretary:
Peter Oden

Treasurer:
Marc Auslander

Board:

Peter Aupperle
Sandy Galef

David Kraft

Bruce MacLennan
Rosella Ranno
Betsy Shaw Weiner

Associates:
George Drapeau
Paula Edlavitch
Jesénia Jackson
Jon Kolbrener
Tomoko Uchino

Consultants:
Executive Director:
Martin Kagan

Marketing and Communications Director:

Solange De Santis
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Friends of Music Notes is a publication
of Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.,
P.O. Box 675, Millwood, NY 10546,

a volunteer, non-profit organization.
For more information about us and our
upcoming concerts, please visit our
web site:
www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org.

Please address correspondence to
Notes Editor, 123 Mamaroneck Ave.,
Unit 616, Mamaroneck, NY 10543, or
e-mail solange @solangedesantis.com.

These concerts are made possible,

in part, by a Project Support Grant
from ArtsWestchester with funds from
Westchester County Government.

Pianos by Steinway





