Still Time to Subscribe

Subscriptions for our exciting 70th season
have been rolling in all summer, and

we now have been accepting orders for
tickets to individual concerts. But it’s

not too late to subscribe to the entire
seven-concert season for $140 (a $105
savings over single tickets). Or you could
purchase a flexible mini-series: buy

three tickets for $90 (a $15 savings) and
use them as you like, for example, one
each at three concerts or all three at one
concert. Order your subscriptions and/or
tickets via our website:

www friendsofmusicconcerts.org.

As you know, income from all ticket
sales does not cover the expenses we
incur to bring these concerts to you.

By far the largest proportion of our
expenses goes directly to our artists;

as a non-profit, volunteer organization
without an office or staff, most of our
other expenses also are directly related
to concert presentation. Therefore, when
you write your check or order your
subscription(s) on line, don’t forget that
those subscription costs and ticket prices
are as reasonable as they are because of
tax-deductible gifts from many of our
subscribers and other good friends of
Friends of Music Concerts. If you join
them, your name will be listed with theirs
at the back of each concert program.

Student admission is free!

As one way to build audiences of the
future, Friends of Music Concerts admits
free of charge all students 18 years

and under, including students in those
school districts that have been part of our
Partnership in Education program. You
can help by spreading the word — and
perhaps bringing a student or two with
you when you attend yourself.

If you have questions about ticket
availability, you can call 914-861-5050,
leave a message, and your call will be
returned promptly.
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The Manhattan Chamber
Players Start the 70 With Joy
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We welcome members of this collective of New York City-based
musicians, all long-time friends and colleagues, who share the
common aim of performing at the highest level the greatest works
in the chamber music repertoire. Those joining us on Saturday,
September 23, 2023, at 8 pm, will be pianist Adam Golka; violinists
Elizabeth Fayette, Siwoo Kim, and Grace Park; violist Luke
Fleming; and cellist Michael Katz. Their program will include
Philip Glass’s four-movement, lyrical String Quartet No. 2; Robert
Schumann’s Piano Quintet in E-flat Major, Op. 44; and Ernest
Chausson’s Concerto for Violin, Piano, and String Quartet in D
Major, Op. 21.

MCP has been praised in Strings Magazine for “A fascinating
program concept...It felt like an auditory version of a virtual wine
tasting.” The article went on to applaud MCP for “an intensely
wrought and burnished performance.” While all its members have
independent careers as soloists and chamber musicians, they strive
for every opportunity to come together and again share in this
special collaboration, creating “a mellifluous blend of vigorous
intensity and dramatic import, performed with enthusiasm, technical
facility, and impressive balance, relishing distinctions...”

(Classical Source).

The Manhattan Chamber Players have been featured multiple times
on NPR’s Performance Today, and has been the Ensemble-in-
Residence at both the Festival de Febrero in Ajijic, Jalisco, Mexico
and the Crescent City Chamber Music Festival in New Orleans.

In addition to its numerous concerts across the U.S., Canada, and
Mexico, MCP regularly tours in Asia and the Middle East. J
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A Piano Trio For The Ages

to Josef Haydn’s Trio No. 39 in G Major, Hob.

Our 70t season continues on Saturday, October 7,
2023, at 8 pm with the debut on our series of Trio
Zimbalist, which has garnered critical acclaim

for its “precision and feverish intensity” (Greece’s
EfSyn). The group was lauded for its “liveliness and
vigor of playing” and for performances that were
“pure enjoyment” (Athinorama) at the Nights of
Classical Music at the Gennadius Library festival
in Athens, where it served as ensemble-in-residence
during a Fall 2021 tour of Greece, Germany, and
France. For us they will bring those qualities

XV:25; Bohuslav Martint’s Bergerettes for
Piano Trio, H. 275; and Maurice Ravel’s Piano Trio
in A minor.

Members of the trio — violinist Josef Spacek
(former concert master of the Czech Philharmonic),
cellist Timotheos Gavriilidis-Petrin, and pianist
George Xiaoyuan Fu — are all distinguished alumni
of Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of Music. In
demand across Europe and the U.S. as soloists,
chamber musicians, and recitalists, together they
form an inimitable ensemble with repertoire
spanning Romantic masterworks to today’s most
highly praised composers. With regular appearances
at the La Jolla Music Society, ChamberFest
Cleveland, and the Marlboro and Moritzburg

music festivals, they are adventurous and
multidisciplinary collaborators.

NOTE: Because of scheduling conflicts in Sleepy
Hollow, this concert will take place at Ossining
High School in Ossining, NY. We thank the
Ossining School District welcoming our return. D

What Are They?

Two of the groups we are presenting during this
70th season — the Escher String Quartet this fall and
the Isidore String Quartet in the spring — have been
awarded Avery Fisher Career Grants. What are
they and why are they so prestigious?

Established in 1976 as part of the Avery Fisher
Artists Program and administered by the Lincoln
Center for Performing Arts, the grants give
professional assistance and recognition to emerging
artists who are believed to have great potential for
major careers in classical music. Among those who
have received them in the past are violinist Nadia
Salerno-Sonnenberg, clarinetist Anthony McGill,
clarinetist Richard Stolzman, and violinist Gil
Shaham. While the grants have been given primarily
to soloists, since 2004 consideration also has been
given to chamber ensembles. The Escher received
theirs in 2013, while the Isidore was awarded theirs
just this past May.

Artists do not apply directly for these awards and
have no idea they are even under consideration. They
are nominated by a Board comprised of conductors,
instrumentalists, music educators, composers,
managers, and presenters. An Executive Committee
makes the final Career Grant selections, and also
chooses recipients for the associated Avery Fisher
Prize, won by artists such as the Emerson String
Quartet, Yo-Yo Ma, and Emanuel Ax. The Avery
Fisher Artist Program is committed to all forms of
diversity, with award recipients being chosen based
on outstanding musical merit.




A Classy Collaboration

On Saturday, October 21, 2023, at 8 pm the Escher
String Quartet will shake up its traditional repertoire
by appearing with strings of another kind: Grammy-
winning guitarist Jason Vieaux as guest artist. Their
program, back at Sleepy Hollow High School, will
include Josef Haydn’s String Quartet in D Major, Op.
64, No. 5; Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s Quintet for
Guitar and Strings, Op. 143; the Siciliano & Presto
from Johann Sebastian Bach’s Violin Sonata No. 1

in G minor (arr. Vieaux); Pat Metheny's Four Paths
of Light, part 2 (dedicated to Mr. Vieaux); Antonio
Carlos Jobim’s A Felicidade (arr. Dyens); and Luigi
Boccherini’s Quintet No. 4 in D Major for Guitar and
String Quartet, G 448.

The Escher String Quartet has received acclaim for
its profound musical insight and rare tonal quality.

A former BBC New Generation Artist and recipient
of the Avery Fischer Career Grant, the quartet has
performed in London at the BBC Proms at Cadogan
Hall and is a regular guest at Wigmore Hall. In its
home town of New York, the ensemble serves as
season artists for the Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center. The quartet has made a distinctive
impression throughout Europe, with recent debuts in
Amsterdam, Berlin, Geneva, Paris, and elsewhere.
Alongside its growing European profile, it continues to
flourish on this side the Atlantic, performing at music
festivals throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Le Consort Crosses
the Pond

For Baroque music you need a harpsichord, and that’s
what we’ll have on Saturday, November 4, 2023, at

8 pm, when we welcome Le Consort, on tour from
France. In addition to co-director and harpsichordist
Justin Taylor, the ensemble includes co-director

and violinist Théotime Langlois de Swarte, violinist
Sophie de Bardonneche, and cellist Hanna Salzenstein.
Together they will take us on a journey through

the musical Europe of the 17th and 18th centuries,
performing works by J. S. Bach, Antonio Vivaldi,
Arcangelo Corelli, Henry Purcell, Jean-Philippe
Rameau, and others. In this music, the dialogue
between the two violins and the basso continuo
displays a wealth of contrasts between vocality,
sensuality, and virtuosity. Le Consort takes this

Jason Vieaux, born in
Buffalo, NY, has been
described by NPR as
“perhaps the most precise
and soulful guitarist of

his generation,” and
Gramophone magazine puts
him “among the elite of
today’s classical guitarists.” His album Play won the
2015 Grammy Award for Best Classical Instrumental
Solo. He co-founded the guitar department at the
Curtis Institute of Music in 2007.

In 2019, DANCE, an album of quintets issued by the
Escher and Vieaux, was enthusiastically received. D

genre, the quintessence of baroque chamber
music, and interprets it with a personal, dynamic,
and colorful language.

Since their founding in 2016, Le Consort
performances have approached a level of musical

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

integration typically found in long-standing string
quartets. In 2017 they received First Prize and the
Audience Prize at the Loire Valley International
Early Music Competition, chaired by William
Christie. Their recordings, including Opus 1
(featuring the unpublished sonatas of Jean-Francois
Dandrieu), and Specchio Veneziano (including trio
sonatas of Vivaldi), have earned numerous awards
and critical acclaim.

Enfolding Students

Since our founding 70 years ago, when the young
Juilliard String Quartet performed a special con-
cert for children before charming the adults in its
evening concert, bringing young people into the
classical music scene has been an important part of
our mission. Doing so has not been confined to free
admission to our concerts for those ages 18 and
under, however. Two grant-funded programs are
perhaps more important.

Partnerships in Education

One of our most popular initiatives, this is the pro-
gram that brings to selected school districts, at no
cost to themselves, young professional musicians for
one-day residencies during which they perform and
give master classes to the district’s music students.
It’s a wonderful way to enhance each district’s own
music programs. Recent districts/schools that have
participated include Bronxville, Hendrik Hudson

in Montrose, Port Chester High School, Sleepy
Hollow High School, and White Plains High School.
Teachers, students, and the professional musicians
themselves have been highly enthusiastic.

Applications now are open for a new round of res-
idencies. Although all school districts will receive a
letter inviting them to apply, application forms also
are available on our website —

Le Consort has performed extensively throughout
Europe, including at Radio France Auditorium

and Louvre Auditorium (Paris); the Dijon Opera;

the Arsenal in Metz; the MA Festival Brugge and

in Antwerp de Singel (Belgium); and in Krakow,
Poland. They have been featured on numerous radio
broadcasts in France. The group is in residence at the
Banque de France, the Singer-Polignac Foundation,
and the Abbaye de Royaumont.

www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org. We hope, of course,
to receive enough targeted grants and contributions to
sustain at least four residencies — perhaps even more,
as we celebrate our 70th,

Scholarships

Starting in 2021, we began offering scholarships to
students wishing to study music but who could not
afford to do so. To implement this program, we have
worked with two of Westchester’s outstanding music
schools: Hoff-Barthelson in Scarsdale, and the
Music Conservatory of Westchester in White Plains.
The schools choose the students and then report back
to us about them and their progress. For instance, the
Music Conservatory said our scholarship last year
went to an 11-year-old violinist from Mamaroneck,
whose mother, a single parent who immigrated to the
U.S., works in domestic service. Without scholarship
support, this young violinist, who already participates
in her school’s orchestra program, would not be able
to continue her very active program at

the Conservatory.

We are pleased that, because of grants received
in honor of our 70th season, we have been able to
increase substantially the funds going into this
scholarship program.
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Seventy Years of Progress

Over these years
there have been many
changes in the kinds
of programs that we
have presented,

many of them at

the behest of our
audience members.
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Several people
suggested that we
consider having Sunday matinees, so that they could,
for instance, have dinner with friends affer the concert
and discuss the delights they had heard. We’ve done
that for several seasons; two of our spring concerts
during this 70th season, on March 10 and April 28, are
on Sunday at 3 pm.

Would we consider presenting singers as well

as instrumentalists, asked some. We could, and
did, presenting The New York Festival of Song
on our roster for two separate seasons and, in the
Schubertiade we scheduled during one season,
including some of Schubert’s lieder in the mix.
During this 70th season, on March 10 we will be
introducing you to the young dynamic duo of
bass-baritone Joseph Parrish and soprano/pianist
Chelsea Guo.

What about soloists, or groups of instruments other
than strings? We’ve done that, too, presenting pianists
such as the extraordinary Jeremy Denk and last
season’s up-and-coming Spanish-Dutch pianist Albert
Cano Smit. Last season’s concert by the Academy

of St. Martin in the Fields Wind Ensemble showed

us the joys that oboists, clarinetists, bassoonists,

and hornists find in making music together. During
this 70t season, on April 13, we’ll introduce you to
pianist Michelle Cann and her

diversified programming.

Kudos For That Responsive Versatility
Several years ago, we surveyed our audience when
we were considering whether to have reserved seats
instead of general admission. For a variety of reasons,
responses overwhelmingly preferred general admis-
sion, which we retained. But the survey also elicited
comments about the concerts. Here are some:

“The concert hall is good. The location is good.
You have a good mix of established artists and new

younger groups with impressive accomplishments.”

“You do a great job, and the value and quality of
musicians can’t be beat!”

“The concert programming is excellent. The Friends
of Music Concerts are a superb resource, and we hope
to enjoy them for many, many years.”

“We have enjoyed the concerts during the past
seasons, and commend all those involved in arranging
the programs and presenting them at such affordable
prices.”

“This is an excellent concert series in every way. The
high quality of performances would please even the
most critical music lover — the price is an amazing
bargain — and we are appreciative of all the

work of volunteers and donors that make such a
series possible.”

If you have a comment or suggestion, please drop
a note to the editor of this newsletter; contact
information is on page 6.




FRIENDS OfMUSIC

P.O. Box 675
Millwood, NY 10546

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

2023 Fall Concerts

Manhattan Chamber Players
September 23, 2023 — 8 pm

Trio Zimbalist
October 7, 2023 — 8 pm

Escher String Quartet, with
Jason Vieaux, guitar
October 21, 2023 — 8 pm

Le Consort
November 4, 2023 — 8 pm

2024 Spring Concerts
Joseph Parrish, bass-baritone, and
Shelsea Guo, soprano/piano
March 10, 2024 — 3 pm

Michelle Cann, piano
April 13,2024 — 8 pm

Isidore String Quartet
April 28,2024 — 3 pm

Concert Cookie Giveaway

In order to celebrate the start our 70th season, those attending our

opening concert on September 23 will receive a delicious snack
in the form of a chocolate chip cookie wrapped in cellophane
emblazoned with our specially designed round 70th logo. Our
official taster described it thusly: “[It] has a generous amount of
chocolate chips, is chewy with a nice texture, just soft enough to
be pleasant... This is a high quality cookie, commensurate with
FOMC’s high quality image.”

Whether it’s your first Friends of Music concert or your 70th,
we want you to know we are grateful for your attendance, your
donations, and your encouragement.

Enjoy your cookie — and thank you!
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Friends of Music Notes is a publication
of Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.,
P.O. Box 675, Millwood, NY 10546,

a volunteer, non-profit

organization. For more information
about us and our upcoming concerts,
please visit our web site:
www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org.

Please address correspondence
to Notes Editor, 38 Teatown Road,
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520, or
e-mail treetops38@aol.com

These concerts are made possible,

in part, by a Project Support Grant
from ArtsWestchester with funds from
Westchester County Government.

Pianos by Steinway



