FRIENDS OfMUSIC

Our 2026-2027 Season:
Serenity and Passion

Please note that our first concert is on a Saturday
evening. The next five are Sunday matinees.
Performances are scheduled to take place at Sleepy
Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy
Hollow, N.Y. Check FOMC'’s website and Facebook
page for any day, time or venue changes.

Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026, 7:30 pm:

The world-renowned Han, Setzer, Finckel piano trio
perform a return engagement. Pianist Wu Han and
cellist David Finckel recently had their tenure
extended as co-artistic directors of the Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center. Violinist Philip Setzer,
with Finckel, was a longtime member of the legendary
Emerson Quartet.

This concert is sponsored, in part, by White and
Williams LLP

Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026, 3 pm:

The Balourdet Quartet, also back on our stage,
recently became the inaugural fellow of the Resonance
String Quartet Fellowship and the Seattle Chamber
Music Society’s first ensemble-in-residence. The
group will release its album, “Strange Machines,” at
this concert.

Sunday, Oct. 18, 2026, 3 pm:

Trio Azura is the first group featured in a new
recording partnership at Los Angeles’ Colburn School,
where they are the ensemble-in-residence. Recipients
of our Young Concert Artists Performance Award, the
group swept four prizes at the 2024 Fischoff National
Chamber Music Competition.

Sunday, March 14, 2027, 3 pm:

Last summer, Quartetto di Cremona toured Czechia,
Israel and Bulgaria. Critical consensus praises

the group, based in Genoa, Italy, for its technical
excellence, “Italianate” lyrical grace, and visceral
energy. The group celebrated its 25t anniversary

in 2025.

This concert is sponsored, in part, by the
Raymond Han and Paul Kellogg Foundation

Sunday, April 11, 2027, 3 pm:

Curtis on Tour: Dohnanyi Sextet features young
artists and cellist Nicholas Canellakis, a faculty
member at Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of Music.
The program’s main focus is Ernst von Dohnényi’s
expansive sextet for winds, strings and piano. Critics
consistently praise Curtis on Tour for blending
“youthful verve” with “professional precision.”
Canellakis is also artistic director of Chamber Music
Sedona in Arizona.

Sunday, May 2, 2027, 3 pm:

The Horszowski Trio, marks its 15t anniversary in
2026, touring the U.S. and Germany. In 2023, the
Horszowski Trio Prize was created by the Fischoff
National Chamber Music Competition to honor
exceptional piano trios — and it was won by Trio Azura
in 2024.
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Han, Setzer, Finckel
trio open 73rd season

Pianist Wu Han, violinist Philip Setzer and cellist David Finckel are back,
launching our series on Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026, 7:30 p.m. at Sleepy Hollow
High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

This world-renowned piano trio last graced our stage in September 2024. Our
audience members clearly enjoy return engagements — we presented the Emerson
Quartet 17 times over our 73 seasons! Setzer and Finckel were half of that
legendary group, so perhaps we are starting a new run.

In addition to their
outstanding activities
as musicians, Han
and Finckel this year
had their contracts
renewed through 2032
as co-artistic directors
of the Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln
Center, having served
since 2004.

As for Setzer, last
spring he was hosted by
Quartetto di Cremona
at the Stauffer Academy in Cremona, Italy. The quartet posted, “We’re happy. No
need for big words ... this session, we host Philip Setzer — one of a kind. Years

of life inside the @emersonstringquartet. He brings it all to our students. Such a
present for all of us.”

From left, David Finckel, Wu Han and Philip Setzer.
Photo/Christian Steiner

At the Sept. 19 concert, the Han, Setzer, Finckel trio will focus on two cornerstones
of the chamber music repertoire by Franz Schubert: Piano Trio No. 1 in B}, Major,
Op. 99 and Piano Trio No. 2 in E}, Major, Op. 100.

They have recorded the two works and David Finckel talked about their love for
the composer’s deeply poignant music in an interview with Stir, an arts and culture
publication in Vancouver, Canada.

“There’s hardly anyone who plays Schubert like Philip Setzer. He has the most
natural, instinctive sensitivity and feel for this music ... And with Wu Han, the
big attraction to her, from the very beginning, was her incredibly instinctive
musicality, which of course lends itself to Schubert. She has been a Schubert
fanatic since before I knew her ... So you’ve got three Schubert addicts.”

We hope you will realize that — happily — there is no cure for this addiction but to
hear more Schubert.

This concert is generously sponsored, in part, by White and Williams LLP.

Don’t miss a full season of breathtaking music

Six inspiring concerts at a discount ... encountering the whole range of musical
artistry throughout fall and spring with family and friends ... speaking with the artists
at our post-concert receptions. A six-concert subscription costs
$240 (at $40 each, a 20% discount on the single ticket price).
Looking for more flexibility? A FlexSub is four or more admissions
at $45 each, good at any concert in any combination. Tickets to
individual concerts are $50. Patrons age 19 to 30 pay $25, available
only at the ticket desk. Music lovers under age 18 are admitted free.
Scan this QR code, go to www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org, email
tickets@friendsofmusicconcerts.org or call 914 861 5080.




2.

Balourdet foursome soars to new heights

The Balourdet Quartet will appear on Sunday, Oct. 4,
2026 at 3 p.m. at Sleepy Hollow High School’s Kusel
Auditorium, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

From left, Justin DeFilippis, Angela Bae, Russell Houston,
Ben Zannoni, Photo/Luke Ratray

This exuberant group is returning to our concert series and is a
cherished participant in our Partnerships in Education program
in Westchester public schools.

Only eight years old, the Balourdet continues to attract honors.
This year, the group was named the inaugural fellow of the
Resonance String Quartet Fellowship, an initiative dedicated
to the long-term sustainability of professional string quartets
in today’s challenging cultural landscape.

This recognition follows the 2024 Avery Fisher Career Grant,
Chamber Music America’s 2024 Cleveland Quartet Award
and the 2021 Grand Prize at New York’s Concert Artists Guild
Competition.

In addition to their spirited interpretations of the classic
chamber music repertoire, the quartet are new-music and
recording enthusiasts. We are gratified that Angela Bae and
Justin DeFilippis (violins), Ben Zannoni (viola) and Russell
Houston (cello) — have chosen our concert as the release date
for their new album, “Strange Machines.”

Their program will include String Quartet No. 3 in B}, major,
Op. 67 by Johannes Brahms; “Impossible Inventions” by Paul
Novak (commissioned by the quartet) and String Quartet No.
15 in A minor, Op. 132, by Ludwig van Beethoven.

One post on Facebook described their vibrant energy: “I don’t
think I have seen a string quartet play with such sheer joy as the
Balourdet Quartet does ... At the end I was screaming. The joy
on stage transferred to joy in the audience.”

Shades of blue: Trio Azura displays infinite artistry

Our YCA Performance Award winner for this season, Trio
Azura, arrives on Sunday, Oct. 18, 2026 at 3 p.m. at Sleepy
Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

Pianist Yanfeng (Tony) Bai, violinist Duncan McDougall
and cellist Yejin Hong are all under age 30 and came

From left, Yanfeng (Tony) Bai, Yejin Hong, Duncan McDougall,
Photo/The Colburn School

together at the Colburn School in Los Angeles in 2022. Since
then, the group was named a winner of the Young Concert
Artists (YCA) Susan Wadsworth International Auditions

in 2025 and appointed YCA Jacobs Fellows, becoming the
organization’s first ensemble-in-residence.

They are also the ensemble-in-residence at the Colburn School
and will be featured in a new recording partnership between
the school and the Delos label.

In 2024, they won the grand prize at the Fischoff National
Chamber Music Competition, plus three other awards,
including the Horszowski Trio Prize for Piano Ensemble
(named for the trio that will also be performing this season
with us).

The group has embarked on a major career, with appearances
last season at the Brisbane Festival in Australia, Nevada
Chamber Music Festival, South Bay (Calif.) Chamber Music
Society, Pelican Chamber Concerts in Sarasota, Fla., and the
Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel in Belgium. Presenting these
young artists fulfills part of our mission: supporting the present
and future of classical chamber music.

The name Azura comes from “azure” (sky blue). It was
chosen to honor the Colburn School’s logo colors, while also
representing the ensemble’s musical sensitivity and depth.

Their program includes Piano Trio in A minor by Maurice
Ravel, Piano Trio No. 1 by Jennifer Higdon and Piano Trio
No. 2 in C minor by Felix Mendelssohn. )
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Spring season: Italian quartet, Philadephian sextet,
New York trio

A subscription to the full season includes the three spring concerts (more details are on our website (www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org)
and will be in the spring newsletter). All concerts are scheduled to take place at Sleepy Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy
Hollow, N.Y.

Sunday, March 14, 2027, 3 p.m. — Quartetto di Cremona

Since its formation in 2000, the Quartetto di Cremona has established a reputation as one of
the most exciting chamber ensembles on the international stage. Based in Genoa, Italy, the
group takes its name from the city that is the historic mecca of stringed instrument making by
Stradivari, Amati and others. Their program will include works by Haydn, Janacek and Grieg.

This concert is generously sponsored, in part, by the Raymond Han and
Paul Kellogg Foundation.

Sunday, April 11, 2027, 3 p.m. — Curtis on Tour: Dohnanyi Sextet

Hailed by The New Yorker as a “superb young soloist,” Nicholas Canellakis has become
one of the most sought-after and innovative cellists of his generation, captivating audiences
throughout the United States and abroad. He leads the young artists of Philadelphia’s Curtis
Institute of Music in a program that begins with virtuosic duos by Schumann and Halvorsen
and the lyrical Brahms Clarinet Trio. The concert culminates in Ernst von Dohnéanyi’s
Sextet in C Major for piano, strings and wind instruments.

Sunday, May 2, 2027, 3 p.m. — Horszowski Trio

This distinguished, New York-based trio takes its inspiration from the musicianship,
integrity, and humanity of the pre-eminent pianist Mieczystaw Horszowski. Their program,
“In Memoriam, Beethoven,” joins musicians worldwide in paying tribute to the 200th
anniversary in 2027 of Beethoven’s death. They will perform works that are in memory of
Beethoven and will conclude with the master’s Trio in B}, Major, Op. 97, “Archduke.” 3

Save the date: Peter and the Wolf family concert

Calling children and grandchildren!
Friends of Music Concerts is
planning an extra, family-friendly
concert of “Peter and the Wolf,”
featuring Frisson Winds, for
Saturday, March 6, 2027 at 11
a.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall,
13 Main Street, Tarrytown, N.Y.

Sergei Prokofiev wrote both text
and music in 1936 for this beloved
“symphonic fairy tale” specifically
to introduce children to the different
instruments of the orchestra

by assigning each character an
instrument and musical theme.

Bjorn Olsson

As presented by Frisson Winds, this
lively version pairs nine world-class wind musicians with a guest
narrator to bring the classic tale and its musical themes to life. We
are delighted that our narrator will be Bjorn Olsson, executive
director of the Tarrytown Music Hall, who has solid acting credits on
his resumé.

Tickets will be sold separately from our regular chamber music
season, so stay tuned for further information. The concert is
appropriate for all music lovers age 5 and up. 3
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It’s not just a piece of wood; it’s an

intimate relationship

Consider the way string players embrace their instruments:
cellists wrap their arms around them, violinist and violists rest
their cheeks on them. Forging a musical connection with such
instruments means entering a relationship with a wooden body
and strings of steel, synthetics or natural material.

On our concert series this season, Quartetto di Cremona is named
for the city that is the historic home of such traditional 16th and
17th-century luthiers as Stradivari, Amati and Guarneri. Quartetto
violinist Cristiano Gualco plays an Amati violin from 1640.

Violist Simone Gramaglia
performs on a viola from the
rival Brescia school, made
by Giovanni Paolo Maggini
around 1625, named the
“Joyce” viola after the family
that added it to its collection.

“The Maggini ‘Joyce’ is truly
special to me. It is one of

the very few Maggini violas
that has never been cut down
and therefore remains in the
original condition in which

it was built. This gives it an
extraordinary richness and
integrity of sound. Its range of color and expressive possibilities
feels almost limitless.

Simone Gramaglia holds the
Maggini “Joyce” viola.

“Having played many instruments of this level over the

years — including Stradivari, Guadagnini, Mantegazza, and
others — I can say without hesitation that this is one of the finest,
if not the finest, I have encountered. It allows me to explore

not only technical aspects but also a deeper musical and
expressive dimension.

“I feel completely at home with it. In a quartet setting, the viola
plays a crucial role: it must connect the violins with the cello,

while also maintaining
its own distinct voice.
This instrument makes
that balance possible,
offering both power and
clarity, along with a
refined quality of sound
that greatly enhances the
ensemble.

David Finckel (with pianist Wu Han)

performs on a Zygmuntowicz cello. Photo/

Milina Barry PR via Bay City News

“T also feel very
fortunate to have the
support of the ProCanale
Foundation in Milan, which generously entrusts me with this
instrument and allows me to fully express the poetry and beauty
of the viola’s sound,” Gramaglia said in an email to FOMC.

While the craftsmen of Cremona and Brescia are legendary, a
living luthier in Brooklyn, N.Y. is bringing the artisanship into
the 215t century. David Finckel, cellist with the Han, Setzer,
Finckel piano trio, champions Samuel Zygmuntowicz, calling his
work “a second golden age.”

Zygmuntowicz has been making instruments since the 1980s
and they are now in the hands of world-renowned musicians such
as Finckel.

In an interview with The Strad magazine, Finckel said, “Every
one of Sam’s instruments does indeed possess its own sound and
personality. He usually crafts instruments for specific players —
the commissioners — and before he begins work, he gets to know
them personally and musically ... He has literally given us our
voices, and this has been life-changing, in terms of growing as
artists, communicating with listeners on the highest level, and
furthering careers.”

Audience members may wish to check concert programs for
information on the performers’ instruments and ask about them at
the post-concert reception.

Make a dedication gift to FOMC in honor or in

memory of a loved one

Our patrons love chamber music because the art form
inspires human connection — musicians with each other in an
intimate setting, sharing a live, deeply meaningful experience
with an audience.

Friends of Music Concerts is pleased to provide a way of
helping you honor or memorialize a friend or relative by making

a dedication gift. Whether it is a simple donation or a way of
recognizing them by sponsoring a reception, performance or
the season, FOMC can work with you. All dedication gifts are
tax-deductible.

FOMC will recognize a simple donation in the house

program’s donor list. For a sponsorship gift, we will also include
the dedication in our press, social media and

recognition from the stage.

For all gifts, we will inform the honoree or
their family, if you wish, by a special letter
recognizing you for the donation. It is easy
to make the gift by going to
https://friendsofmusicconcerts.org/donations/.
For sponsorship dedication gifts, please
contact Martin Kagan, Executive Director at
mkagan@friendsofmusicconcerts.org

Martin Kagan
or by phone at 646 522 1661. )

Photo/Mark Liflander
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Enjoy the full season of brilliant music at the best price

Our 2026-27 season,"Serenity and Passion,” brings respite from
the world’s turmoil and transforming encounters with artists
who have devoted their lives to the highest level of classical
chamber music.

Subscribers to the full season benefit from a 20% discount
from the single-ticket price and enjoy the programming
imagination of the artists in the company of family and friends.
After each concert, socialize and meet the players at our post-
concert receptions.

For our 731 season, we are transitioning to a new, easier
electronic ticketing system powered by ThunderTix.

You’ll now receive tickets by email,
not postal mail. If you have already
ordered your subscription or tickets,
you should have received an email

by now with your e-tickets attached.

For new tickets, you can order

online with a credit card just as

easily as before. You can also still
mail us a ticket order form with a check — we’ll be happy to fill
those orders.

Print your tickets or store them on your phone or tablet. If you
lose your tickets, you’ll be able to get copies e-mailed to you by
clicking the “Resend my Tickets” link on our order page.

Note that when you order a FlexSub of four or more admissions,

Board transitions

Friends of Music Concerts has been able
to being you the highest level of classical
chamber music for 73 seasons due to

the dedication of our board members,
associates and volunteers.

Over the course of more than two decades,
Rosella Ranno, who is stepping down
from the board, has served as member

and chair of the Program Committee,
Partnerships in Education program and as
point person for our Young Concert Artists
Performance Award.

Rosella Ranno
Photo/Mark Liflander

Her influence on FOMC has been immense.

“Music has been at the core of my life starting in childhood and
evolving through many iterations of study, performance, and
teaching. It was a natural progression for me to become deeply
involved with Friends of Music Concerts.

“For over 25 years, it has been an absolute pleasure to join the
long list of volunteers responsible for bringing extraordinary
artists to our stage and into Westchester classrooms.

“FOMC is a vibrant and outstanding organization that, I am
confident, will continue the steadfast pursuit and presentation
of the highest echelon of performing artists and classical/
contemporary masterpieces vital to the preservation of our
musical culture and to the development of lifelong lovers of
music,” Ranno said.

Because of her work with artists and managers, thousands of
people have found joy and inspiration in the performance of
chamber music.

the responding e-mail will actually contain the number of
admissions that you ordered, each having a unique ID printed on
it and usable at any concert; but only once.

At the door, show the tickets you have printed or stored on your
phone or tablet and we’ll scan you right in.

If you have any questions or wish to purchase subscriptions,
please go to www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org. Email
tickets@friendsofmusicconcerts.org or call 914-861-5080 with
any questions.

2026-2027 TICKET PRICING
Six-concert full subscription:.........c.cccecueeunee.. $240 ($40/ticket)

FlexSub subscription: four or more admissions at $45 each
(Each admission usable once as a ticket to any concert.)
Young Adult (19-30)

(available only at the door):...........ccceeueeuneenes $25/ticket
Single concert ticket $50
Under age 18 free

Members of the George Raymond Legacy Circle who make
a planned gift to FOMC receive a special subscription price.
Contact Executive Director Martin Kagan for details at
mkagan@friendsofmusicconcerts.org or call 646-522-1661.

Her passion for educating both the next generation of classical
music artists and appreciative young audience members caused
her to lead the expansion of our Partnerships in Education
program in 2008 to public schools throughout Westchester
County. Countless students have seen new musical horizons
through expert coaching.

President Susan Harris noted that “the excellence of the musicians
who perform in our concert series and in the schools has been due
in large part to her work. We hope to maintain this high standard
under the new chair of the Program Committee, Peter Aupperle.
We wish Rosella well and hope that she will be able to attend our
concerts soon.”

Board member Bruce Geller has resigned for
personal reasons. We are most grateful for his
work on our email newsletters and technical
advice in many areas, such as ticketing and
the website. We hope he may be able to rejoin
the board at a future date.

Former board member Kari Fitterer is

now the Director of Artistic Operations and
Touring with the baroque orchestra Apollo’s
Fire, based in Cleveland, although she and
her husband are maintaining a residence

in Tarrytown, N.Y. We have not lost her,
however, as she has moved from the board to
our associates group. We wish her well in her
new position and we are grateful that she will
still be involved with FOMC. M

Bruce Geller

Kari Fitterer
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

2026 Fall Concerts

Han, Setzer, Finckel piano trio
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.
Sponsored, in part, by

White and Williams LLP

Balourdet Quartet
Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026 — 3 p.m.

Trio Azura
Sunday, Oct. 18,2026 — 3 p.m.

2027 Spring Concerts

Quartetto di Cremona

Sunday, March 14, 2027 — 3 p.m.
Sponsored, in part, by

the Raymond Han and

Paul Kellogg Foundation

Curtis on Tour: Dohnanyi Sextet
Sunday, April 11, 2027 — 3 p.m.

Horszowski Trio
Sunday, May 2, 2027 — 3 p.m

Join our
volunteers!

When you come to
a concert, you take
a program from a
friendly hand, ask

for directions to the

auditorium from
an FOMC board

member in the lobby,
accept a cup of apple

cider and a cookie

at the post-concert
Sandy Galef
Photo/FOMC

Behind the scenes, a volunteer posts videos
of artist rehearsals on Instagram, another
formats and sends the email messages we all
receive on Tuesdays and yet another makes

sure our performers are watered and fed before

the concert.

Would you like to join them? It’s fun and a
great way to use your enthusiasm and skills
in service to the art of chamber music. If you
are interested in volunteering with FOMC,
contact Sandy Galef at sgalef@aol.com or
914-450-4086.

reception — all due to
dedicated volunteers.

Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.
www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org

President:
Susan R. Harris

Vice President:
Peter Aupperle

Secretary:
Peter Oden

Treasurer:
Marc Auslander

Board Chair:
Bruce MacLennan

Board:

Keith Austin

Sandy Galef

David Kraft

Betsy Shaw Weiner

Associates:
George Drapeau
Paula Edlavitch
Kari Fitterer
Kathleen Hinge
Jon Kolbrener
Tomoko Uchino

Consultants:
Executive Director:
Martin Kagan

Marketing and Communications Director:
Solange De Santis
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Friends of Music Notes is a publication
of Friends of Music Concerts, Inc.,
P.O. Box 675, Millwood, NY 10546,

a volunteer, non-profit organization.

Please address correspondence to
Notes Editor, 123 Mamaroneck Ave.,
Unit 616, Mamaroneck, NY 10543, or
e-mail solange @solangedesantis.com.

FOMC'’s Partnerships in Education
program is supported, in part, by the
National Endowment for the Arts.

These concerts are made possible,

in part, by a Project Support Grant
from ArtsWestchester with funds from
Westchester County Government.

FOMC'’s programs are made possible
by the New York State Council on the
Arts with the support of the Office of
the Governor and the New York State
Legislature.

Pianos by Steinway



